liberal societies deal with their new multireligious situations can be affirmed. However, with respect to its origins, recognition is arguably much less secular and modernist idea than toleration.
This topical issue starts with essays having a historical focus, and then moves towards more contemporary issues. The first paper, "Mediated Recognition and the Quest for a Common Rational Field of Discussion in Three Early Medieval Dialogues" (Ritva Palmén and Heikki J. Koskinen), is a study of medieval interreligious dialogues with the help of contemporary recognition theory. The second, "In Search of the Good" (Timothy Riggs), combines the epistemic terminology of Neo-Platonism with Patristic Ideas of Recognition. The third essay, "Interactions with Others in John Chrysostom as a Means to Manage a Diversity of Visions" (AnnaLiisa Tolonen), provides a look at the Patristic theology of mutual recognition between different parties. The fourth contribution, "Levinas and the Ambivalence of Recognition" (Panu-Matti Pöykkö), discusses the issue of recognition in phenomenological thought. The fifth paper, "Tolerance or Recognition? What Can We Expect?" (Olli-Pekka Vainio and Aku Visala), evaluates some of the contemporary AngloAmerican discussion on toleration and recognition. The sixth essay, "Recognition in Feminist Philosophy of Recognition" (Sari Roman-Lagerspetz), aims to show how the Hegelian ideas of recognition have inspired three prominent feminist philosophers of religion. The seventh contribution, "Recognition and Ecological Theology" (Panu Pihkala), explores the possibilities offered by theories of recognition and identity politics for a better understanding of Christian environmentalism. This conversation concludes with "Charles Taylor and the Political Recognition of Difference as a Resource for Theological Reflection on Religious Recognition" (Gerard Ryan). He aims to show that Taylor's argument for recognition of difference is an important resource in any theological reflection on the possibility of religious recognition.
All of the editors and most of the authors of this topical issue work in the Academy of Finland Centre of Excellence (2014-2019) Reason and Religious Recognition at the Faculty of Theology, University of Helsinki. Risto Saarinen, who is also the Director of the Centre, has just published a larger intellectual history of religious recognition in Western philosophy and theology. In addition to Saarinen's book, the following essays present some of the first fruits of our work to an international audience.2 Five of the papers of this topical issue were originally presented as parts of an extended session with the title "From Tolerance to Recognition: Recognition and the Acceptance of Otherness" at the American Academy of Religion's Annual Meeting in Atlanta in November 2015. We are very grateful to Professors Vitor Westhelle (Lutheran School of Theology, Chicago) and Robert Orsi (Northwestern University) who commented on our papers in Atlanta. Veronika Hoffmann's studies on the relationship between recognition and modern Catholic theology have also provided valuable comparative insights.
